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The Hoodia Market in Switzerland and 
Germany



Over 10 different Products sold in 
Germany and Switzerland



Brisk Hoodia Trade in the US

Once CBS and 60 minutes aired their segment on 
using Hoodia as an appetite suppressant word has 
spread like wildfire across the globe about this 
amazing plant. As a result of this quick popularity 
Hoodia has gained you can now find different 
brands of Hoodia popping up everyday. 
Recently a test was performed by Alkemist
Pharmaceuticals which found that eleven out of 
seventeen brand-name Hoodia supplements tested 
failed a laboratory analysis of authenticity. 

(Source US-Website, listing 26 different brands)



BUT:

None of the products sold today 
has received PIC or has entered 
into a Benefit-Sharing agreement 
with the SAN or with a country of 
origin. 



Are user-countries obliged to act?

CBD Art.15.7
7. Each Contracting Party shall take 
legislative, administrative or policy measures, 
as appropriate, … with the aim of sharing in a 
fair and equitable way … the benefits arising 
from the commercial and other utilization of 
genetic resources with the Contracting Party 
providing such resources. Such sharing shall 
be upon mutually agreed terms.



CBD Art. 8j

(j) Subject to its national legislation, respect, 
preserve and maintain knowledge, 
innovations and practices of indigenous and 
local communities … and promote their wider 
application with the approval and involvement 
of the holders of such knowledge, innovations 
and practices and encourage the equitable 
sharing of the benefits arising from the 
utilization of such knowledge, innovations 
and practices;



Bonn Guidelines
chapter II C (Responsibilities), para d 

Contracting Parties with users of genetic resources 
under their jurisdiction should take appropriate legal, 
administrative, or policy measures, as appropriate, 
to support compliance with prior informed consent of 
the Contracting Party providing such resources and 
mutually agreed terms on which access was 
granted. These countries could consider, inter alia, 
the following measures:
iii. Measures aimed at preventing the use of genetic 
resources obtained without the prior informed 
consent of the Contracting Party providing such 
resources;



San and NGOs urge Governments to act

In a joint letter WIMSA -Working Group of 
Indigenous Minorities in Southern Africa, 
Biowatch, Berne Declaration and the Church 
Development Service urged several 
governments to act on this issue – to 
implement the CBD and to restore the rights 
of the San.
Looking forward to a response how they plan 
to proceed



No good examples

In contrast to provider countries, nearly no  
user country has taken steps to support 
compliance with PIC and ABS.
A lot of emphasis on disclosure of origin in 
patent applications – this will not solve the 
problem in the hoodia-case.
User countries have to start thinking



Possible Solutions

Information, Codes and Certification
Import and Transport Regulations (CITES?)
Measures to Address Infringements



Hundred Questions

Genetic Resource / Traditional Knowledge 
Coordination between southern African countries?
Additional tasks of provider countries?
If Hoodia powder is imported from Chile?
If the Hoodia plant is grown in a greenhouse in 
Germany?
If the pills are imported from the US?
If the product is marketed as Hoodia of the San but 
does not contain Hoodia?
Internet Market?


